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THE ARABIC PORTION OF THE CAIRO 
GENIZAH AT CAMBRIDGE. 

{Seventh Article.) 

XX. 

Paper, one leaf, 14 x ai cm. 

Of the three fragments, from the Taylor-Schechter Col- 
lection, published in this article, the first consists of the 
beginning of "Prolegomena of Al Iskandarani." This 
name, " Alexandrian," not only suggests Philo, but a brief 
examination reveals the fact that the fragment belongs to 
a work which contained a condensed translation of Philo's 
treatise on the Ten Cmnmandments. I believe that this 
is the only instance of a work by Philo being introduced 
into Jewish- Arabic literature \ The very fact of his name 
being mentioned is interesting from various points of view, 
and shows that the Egyptian Jews under Moslem rule 
not only endeavoured to enrich their own literature by 
original works, but also to render older works accessible to 
the reading public. 

T-S. 13 Ka. 1 

(Recto.) 
♦ ♦♦♦#♦«♦•♦♦♦ 

TOnn t<b rb)p '■a 

wn»DN5>N DNonpo i3i >a bivbt* itvbx 

b»mer> »J3^ ni*»W>s -wta rrin nwun b n*ata kbjjn tb bxp 

}N3 ibi ia 3WN rano »b ibi \y ah rins^K »a ntnuiiw *vnd jmd 

1 For a quotation from Philo by Saadyah see my Third Article, 
vol. XVI, p. 103. 
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*wi jsniN^N rVttay jd «{kj)»$>k p pci>N '•a j>pi nd 33D3 -^i ^>Np 
i»no n-a n?" 1 ySio »a aniw jn jo nrunin b?i ty n^a nna fin 
Dnpt^to n(?)a^s b?i>K ^yi *tfn |» rhnKota finals *a sni»t3Ni ih 
jk ik-ho i> • * • as nd> bi) ty r6iw jx ini trew *iSn 3kui ^np 
!»«p onoi>jn an^Ti" }« bp ante • • • Jwok &tdjw fn«i»« anrnv 
rbxo rbrw {s nn»i nair |k "ttntn ih ni» jxa bn ^h» ii>i i>noi 
♦ • • rebm nbso n^s pa 1 oh n»^i row }n skd-p "£i bp ina 

Translation. 

Chapter I. Prolegomena of the Alexandrian. 
He says : Why did the Creator give the Ten Commandments to the 
children of Israel, as well as the rest of the Torah in the desert, and 
why did this not take place in a town ? The answer is that this was 
done on account of the idolatrous practices which took place in the 
cities. God considered his Torah too exalted to be revealed in a 
place where such things were carried on, and gave it in the desert 
which was free from them, and on a sanctified mountain. Another 
answer is that when God . . . desired to present them with the 
land [of Kanaan] and wealth .... This is compared to a man who 
has a son. He desires to love him, and to hand over to him all his 
property. But before doing so he must be educated and taught, 
and the property is, then, given to him . . . 

XXI. 

Paper, four leaves, 18-5 x 14 cm. 

This fragment contains part of a commentary on the 
Book of Esther, probably by Saadyah. The writing is so 
faded, and the whole fragment in so dilapidated a condition, 
that the examination of this question must be deferred. 
The colophon, however, I cannot refrain from publishing at 
once, as it is one of the earliest to be found in a Jewish 
MS. The writer mentions the year 4765. The name of 
the month is not legible, but the day was the aoth, and a 
Wednesday, as may be gathered from the remaining letters 
31. The month was probably Kislev, and the whole date 
corresponds to Dec. 6, 1004, which was a Wednesday. 
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T-S. 8 Ca. 1 

'nana ^hn tpt< na jibhj "ok 

irons na «|dv 'ni> * * • inDN nbtn ^trai 
jnatsa [t]31 • • • • *tojni *6n 

yatw caiiN njnnx nit? [foa] 5a • • * * • • 
rrwb dw tram dwi nixo 

XXII. 

Paper, two leaves, is x 14-5 cm. 

The third fragment offers greater technical difficulties, 
the text being broken to such an extent that it is un- 
translatable. The fragment deserves, however, publication 
because it introduces a new name into Jewish-Arabic 
literature, viz. that of Isaiah Hallevi b. Misbael. This man 
seems to have lectured on Philosophy, and as the superscrip- 
tion of the fragment tends to show, compiled a book on the 
human soul on the basis of works of Gentile scholars. 
The fragment only consists of the usual preface of religious 
character and part of the introduction. 

On the basis of Ps. civ. 4 the author discusses the nature 
of angels. Here are a few passages : " God is the creator 
of the angelic spirits, which are simple [substances] or 
abstract souls without any material component part." 
" The substance of the soul is a simple one, and constantly 
in motion." " The word urb [of the verse in question] 
expresses the movement of the soul, because it is a glit- 
tering spark and constantly moving." The author evi- 
dently drew upon Ibn Sura's Psychology 1 , but in the 
manner of Jewish Aristotelians he interpreted the same 
ideas into the text of the Bible. 

T-S. 10 Ka. 4 4 . 

mbs |» Nnycaa nj> hob dbj$>k 'a ni>Npc (Foi. i 
bmw 'TDn as> i>f !wd ia *bn ww nbM'n verso-) 
!y niKODK nolpm m? •bavn\ mtori S>a rbb imbx Nnnnas 5>np 

1 See Landauer's publication in Z.D.M.G., vol. XXIX, pp. 335-418. 
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i>aia int:i nn»Bs& v i>a interns i>?i nrmpi> n? i>a n^Dnoxa 
pxbibH ay: ayjxi noi>y -bv s & sty &k ? )i P^ nnai>D *b "^ ^ 
»b ononis ah Nna fi-ioata nnanBD *a antra n^ia -inxDnoa 
spasm jmta iniik p an^a i>ya ah xni>xB3 ann^xn sp^n 
nnoto nnnp na^x ^ndi npi>a pns pi>ta *i>y in* no Tannic 
rbbx am '•ax' 1 abn }n aya nya k»k ppiwaiw jana rbbx intona 
i>pyi>N3 linai pniwa nfyxi rhsyDiwa *£ anai ncNi»Di>*« "|i> 
(Poi. a in* ni?N 'jy»i>N np-pn • • • • ria^i'oi'N ndbk ■oyo *a ai>an N»i> 

recto.) ^^ ^ ^ ^ ina ,^ ^^^ q^jj nE>1 -j y , 3JW L^ N ^ n n ,t, p 

xni> *i>v»n ai> frnao bbjk *jyx cxaa na ♦ • ♦ ♦ [fb*N]i»oi>N ntoi 
• • ♦ • y n^n amy iw • ♦ ♦ ini nwxniw i>nx ^nbn y • ♦ • • w 
nnaxwi n^aaiw • * • • B*>i>i> Kinta inw *i>y bttrbx ' • • bhndbk 

n^n linai nnuiw bbj *a nwN(f)jei>i> r^ f asriBNT ♦ • JN ^ N 

tsmi» e>n nSpi> ntoi»N *inu bbm na«i>K yui>[i>] nn*»Bn ••s inpj 
ssnnriD kd*b3 BEuiw nm? }N3i Baaiw nm? yu xmnu jxa xcb -|ini 
torn *no n*»i>yi>K "ii»Ki>K '•a k • ♦ tui nnyao ^n «ii>y idb* xc*to 
i»b* «e • • * sannno Koto ^ys nit n*3K> • • ♦ • i>N • ♦ ♦ jaai xna 

(Fol. 2 ini? BBN3 NilTO • • ' TO3 frDBjiw inNM^N *B siBfcUl "6y 

Terso.) nDj N nn3KBt)i> vb vwx nanniw rinivi i? ro i»Nni> nwi'N 

}N n^n fr»ni>K T'ai n i»« aii»yi>N p ran ip }to it< 

rio^a^N riyani'N p rosa *i« isioi'i' np* na^^N nwi 

nan «n*a idn^n }to nikb inid^ fipiNBni'N ns»n«i'Ni»N p jnai 
}iai»« ai>yi» nmni bnbjn pnia^N pin in inj n^i Nin ps na^a 
sannno '•ysytj' yoi> njsi> ss's snnain [^y] i>Nna onii? Myo ndni 
nsa ndot npjswi>N noiBsi'N jNBJNiiN bbj jn no • • • tsmn 
mnn }[ns(?)D]oi»N na-xi'oi'N ^a^x 

Hartwig Hiesohfeld. 
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